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The reign of Edward III. was a great landmark in the
history of the English cloth trade, but to interpret his work
fourteenth aright we must bear in mind that Edward III. did not create
cm ury.    ^ ^^ industry x but revived an old one.   His measures were
taken, as he himself states, ' in view of the decay of the art
of weaving *2.   One way in which a native cloth manu-
facture could be successfully fostered was by inducing
foreign craftsmen to settle in this country, and impart their
technical skill and knowledge to English artisans.   Political
and economic unrest in Flanders facilitated the emigration
of weavers, and in 1331 Edward III. granted letters of pro-
tection to John Kempe of Flanders, ' weaver of woollen
cloths ', and to ' the men, servants and apprentices ', whom
he had brought with him to exercise his craft in England3.
At the same time the king offered similar letters to all
weavers and other workers of cloth, who came from over the
sea with their goods and belongings to ply their mistery
within the realm.   In 1337 an Act of Parliament promised
the most liberal franchises and ' fair treating' :   "All the
cloth-workers of strange lands, of whatsoever country they
be, which will come into England,  Ireland, Wales and
Scotland within the king's power, shall come safely and
surely, and shall be in the king's protection and safe-conduct,
to dwell in the same lands choosing where they will; and to
the intent that the said cloth-workers shall have the greater
will to come and dwell here, our sovereign lord the king will
grant them franchises as many and such as may suffice
them"4.   Letters of safe-conduct were given to cloth-
workers not only from Flanders but from Zeeland5 and
Brabante;  and we find weavers, fullers and dyers settled
1 Cf. the following passage in a charter of James I. (1616): " As
the reducing of wools into clothing was the act of our noble progenitor,
King Edward the Third " : Select Charters of Trading Companies (Selden
Society Publications), 78. " This year the art of weaving woollen cloth
was brought from Flanders into England by John Kempe " : Rapin,
History of England (ed, 1784), i. 382, note x. Similarly, Hume, History of
England (ed. 1823), ii. 495.
8 Patent Rolls, 1330-1334, p. 362.
*  Rymer, Foedera (R. ed.), ii. part ii. 823, 849.
4 Statutes, i. 281.   On this Act, see also infra, p. 455, note 6.
*  Patent Rolls, 1334-1338, p. 431.
*  Ibid. 1334-1338, p. 341; they settled in York,